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Exhibition Opening 

Deeply Embedded by Tawny Chatmon 

North Brentwood, MD (August 15, 2019)– Prince George’s African American Museum and 
Cultural Center (PGAAMCC) Deeply Embedded is an exhibition of photographic works by Prince 
George’s County artist, Tawny Chatmon. The beauty in these images is a composite of melanin 
majesty, depicted in regal attire, knowing glances, intense gazes, lush natural hair, gold flecked 
crowns and ancestral echoes. As we consider notions of belonging, we witness a reinterpretation 
of black existence and experiences. Visual and literal legacies of erasure are banished, with the 
vibrant reimagining of what’s embedded in our psyche and ourselves. 

The series explores the familial bonds of black childhood, motherhood and memory, celebrating 
the ever-present clarion call around the value of black lives. Deeply Embedded feels like; our 
families restored, our ancestry traced, our natural hair regarded, our melanin revered, and justice 
being served. Our manifest destiny as people of color is our mood, and it is exquisitely free of 
stereotypes and censorship.  

Chatmon says, “Embedded by definition is something existing or firmly attached within 
something or someone under a surface. Deeply Embedded is the title of a series I created during 
a time where I continued to come across negativity centered around natural black hair & styles. 
While searching for inspiration, I came across beautiful images of African women titled “Africa 
Through a Lens” from the National Archives that I felt a deep connection to. I felt they 
represented a sort of message, a reminder of our grace, beauty and history from our ancestors.“  
 

Within the past 3 years, Tawny Chatmon has redirected her signature style of ethereal sunlit 
children's photography into mediums outside of just photography. Tawny is a self-taught artist 
who has been working in the field of photography for the past 16 years. Born in Tokyo, growing 
up an ‘army brat’, she had the unique opportunity to take in the cultures of three different 
continents all before the age of 12. By then she was in the United States and elbow-deep in her 
aunt’s theatre company. She studied theatrical arts from the age 12 to early adulthood. After 
receiving a scholarship for dramatic arts, she switched paths and focused her interests on being 
behind the camera. 



 
Her background unquestionably contributes to her wide range of talents. For Chatmon, her 
photographs are the first layer which she manipulates and unites with other photographic 
components. Thereafter she often adds overlappings of gold leaf, paint, digital collage and 
illustration. Doing so, she produces a work that is more than just a work of photography but a 
new photographic expression. 

We welcome all to come experience the inspiration work of Tawny Chatmon, inspired by 
Byzantine Art; spirituality of expression, regal adornment of the figure, ornamental elements, 
religious Icons, and Pre-Raphaelite Art; Floor length clothing, adornments of figures, and 
exploration of social problems. 

Prince George’s African American Museum and Cultural Center (PGAAMCC) stands at the intersection of possibilities, 
realities and transformation as we kick off our 10th anniversary, championing community uplift and conscious raising 
around the Black experience.  Our 10thanniversary theme ‘The Story Continues’ amplifies our vision to be recognized 
as a national and international model for innovative documentation, interpretation, presentation, and preservation 
of Black history, art, social justice and culture across the diaspora. We are on a mission is to celebrate and inspire the 
community through the cultivation, preservation, and presentation of the cultural and artistic contributions of African 
Americans in Prince George’s County, Maryland and beyond. ‘We are A Home for Black Excellence!’ Visit us in person 
Tuesday - Saturday from 10am - 5pm, and online at www.pgaamcc.org 

 


